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PRELUDE
SCENE |: Gabrid's Pronouncement

Gabriel announces the birth of the Holy Child to shepherdsin the fields. Scene beginswith just a spotlight on Gabriel and
none of the set can be seen. As Gabriel sings hisrecitative and aria we begin to see the stars of the night. Thereisa special
star burning brightly in the sky. The light from the stars casts shadows on rolling hills projected on a scrim revealing groups
of shepherds listening to Gabriel. The scene ends with a chorus of the shepherds as they run off to find the Holy Child.
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SCENE II: Artaban's Story

Piano

It isa beautiful and starry night fifty years later. The star that had been burning brightly in the last sceneis still visible but faint.
We meet Artaban. Heisan old man with a long gray beard. Artaban beginsto tell us hislife's story.

Artaban was born a poor simple boy in a mighty kingdom. At a young age he discovers he has a gift of healing. When he uses
his gift to heal the king, he is given the position of Magi. These are the king's special, and holy advisors.

Over thirty years ago, Artaban was one of four Magi in search of the Holy Child. However, he was unable to leave the same
time as the other Magi. As a healer, there was a small child in the kingdom who was in need of his healing arts so he stayed
behind a few days before setting out to join the other Magi.

Artaban'strip turnsinto a long journey filled with people and situations crying out for his help and healing. Along the way there
was always someone in need. Artaban uses his gift of precious gemsintended for the Holy Child to save and improve the lives of
others. Each time he does so he feelstorn.

Artaban realizes he has a mission to deliver his gift but knows heisfailing. Although it has been his life's passion to encounter
the miracle of the Holy Child it has eluded him his entire life. Throughout his journey, Artaban always listens to his heart.
Despite his disappointment, in a odd way he knows he has paid great homage to the Child.
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SCENE I11: Village of Agoda

Dawn is beginning to break. Zadok, priest and ruler of the Agoda village, stands in front of an altar. Zadok's right hand man,
Forton arrivesto go over the details of the two day Tryillias Festival. On the first day of the festival a child 10 yearsold or
younger is selected in a lottery to be sacrificed to the pagan gods. The villagers believe that the child and family of the child
are granted immortal life with the gods. Zadok informs Forton that the gods have told him who is to be sacrificed this year.
Zadok hands Forton the name of Tiaro. He isthe only child of the widow Malika. Zadok instructs Forton to hide Tiaro's name
in a secret compartment in the urn that will be used to select the child to be sacrificed. Before heading off to the templeto
fetch the sacred urn and complete Zadok's task, Forton praises him and begs Zadok to remember him when he joins the gods.
Zadok assures him that he will be at his side with the gods. Zadok exits as the first villagers begin to arrive.

Villagers arrive and begin decorating the altar with flowers and draping it with bright cloths. The village of Agoda is full of
activity. Children are running freely while motherstend to all the details of decorating and fathers stand around drinking.
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Chorus Entrance for the Tryillias Festival

The sun has risen and the villagers have begun to arrive. The men of the village are off to one side of the stage drinking,
while the women begin decorating the altar. Tiaro and the other children are running around on the stage playing freely.
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Za-dok did teach us To give the gods young blood
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are huddled in three groups of three. Malika walks up to each group of women
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The sac - ri - fice will yield Life with gods
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Ballet

The ballet begins. Dancers finish decorating the altar. Forton enters the scene carring an urn. During the ballet he collects
the names of children carved on pieces of wood from the women. The ballet concludes with Forton placing the urn on the
center of the altar. All the children, including Tiaro run to their mother's side. Zadok enters and climbs to the top of the altar.
He motions the crowd to be silent.
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Forton snatches Tiaro from Malika's side and carries him away. The chorus begins

hto Ting while Malika tries to be heard above the frenzy. 3 — 3=
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SCENE IV: Inside the Temple

Zadok isinside a dark candle lit temple. The temple has large pillars and odd-looking statues are strewn all around. Zadok is lurking
Menacingly around the pillars. Malika enters and hears him but at first cannot see him. Thereis a crack of light flooding the stage
indicating a door and path of Malika's entrance. A stream of daylight follows her as she enters the temple. The light intersects and
hits a pillar where Malika finds Zadok. Malika runsto the templeto find Zadok. She pleads with Zadok to spare the life of her
son. Zadok informs her that she has been a thorn in his side ever since she arrived in the village. She has undermined his
power by telling people about her one God, and by being out spoken against the pagan gods and the ritual s associated with
them. Now she must pay the price and understand how the world works, for there will be no mercy. Hetellsher that itisa
godless world and only man can rule the weak hearts of superstitious people. There are no gods, God, or goodness. If her
sonisto be spared, it will have to be by her God and not his hands. He pushes her to the floor sobbing uncontrollably.

The scene ends with a beautiful aria of Malika praying to God.
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> 2

| nter mezzo

Zadok storms out of the temple. Malika fallsto the ground grasping the side of a pillar. Zadok closes the door that was letting
sunlight in the temple. Malika isleft in the dark candle lit temple. Some brief interlude music gives the sense of the

passage of time.
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It isnighttime. Malika has been praying in the temple and we hear her prayers.
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SCENE V: Outside the Temple

Malika leaves the temple to head home. She spots Artaban walking into the village and runs up to himin an excited manner convinced heis
the answer to her prayers. The set should include a brightly lit mooned night with clouds beginning to cover the sky and moon.

A stormis slowly building.
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SCENE VI: Thealtar in thevillage

A storm has begun building. Zadok is on the altar waving his dagger in the air asit casts errie shadows from
the storm's lightening.
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Murak

SCENE VII: Next Morning - Altar in the village

(A fire outside the temple has been lit in preparation for the sacrifice. On the altar isthe large dagger, the one used by Zadok
in the previous scene. It is standing upright in its sheath.)
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(Artaban kneels down and places his hand on Murak's leg.
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(Singing off in the distance, Murak and Artaban hear the women of the village approach.)
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Malika's second aria
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(The men of the village begin to arrive. Murak isleading the way. They movein a fast and agitated but determined
manner. Murak movesin leapsand boundsand the men hurry to keep up with him.
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(Zadok and forton arrive on the scene. they are dragging Tiaro who has been gagged and connot speak but is struggling to free himself

fromthe grip of Zadok and Forton who are on either side of him. Unaware of the crowd's mood change and the presence of Artaban they

sing boisterously.) The chorus of men and women begin to create a wall blocking Zadok and Forton's access to the altar. Artaban positions
himself in front of the chorusto intercept Zadok.)
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(Artaban reaches into his tunic and produces a large sparkling gemstone.)
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Malika

Artaban

Zadok

Forton

Murak

Chorus
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Malika
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Murak
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(Zadok reaches out and snatches the jewel raising it above his head. When he finishes singing he stuffs

the jewel in the pocket of his ceremonial cape and pushes Artaban to the ground.)
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Malika
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Murak
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(The men of the village begin pressing in around Azdok chanting their demand for a sign.

Zadok single handedly drags Tiaro kicking and squirming to the altar. He reaches for the dagger on the altar.
Forton follows right behind him.)
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Zadok

Forton

Murak

Chorus

(Because the boy is squirming, and Zadok is shaking with rage and fear, he is unable to control his aim and the dagger
strikes Tiaro's shoulder and not his heart.)
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(Forton unsheathes a dagger heis carrying and stabs Zadok. When he sees what he has done he runs out of
thevillage. The men of the village pick up Zadok's lifeless body and carry himto the temple fire and toss his
bocy into the flames. Artaban and Malika rush to tiaro's side, kneeling and holding the injured boy in their

arms, and the women mill nervously around the altar while they sing about how things will be different now.)
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Artaban

Murak

Chorus
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(Gabriel appears above the set but cannot be seen by the villagers. He caries a sword with flames

held high above his head.) 3 times
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